
March 31, 2016—

The Canadian Insti-

tutes of Health Re-

search (CIHR) an-

nounced that Dr. 

Paul Moayyedi, 

McMaster Universi-

ty, and his team 

received the Strategic Pa-

tient Oriented Research 

(SPOR) award.  

The University of Alberta 

is represented by site pri-

nicipal investigator Dr. 

Richard Fedorak and  

CEGIIR is represented by 

Director Dr. Karen Mad-

sen.   

The $12.45 million grant 

application will be divided 

among the participating 

research institutes. CEGIIR 

anticipates receiving $2 

million over the course of 

the 5 year funding period.  

The aims of the research 

program will be to identify 

the key mechanisms in this 

diet-microbiome-host rela-

tionship and test novel thera-

pies for the treatment of IBD 

and IBS and the psychiatric 

disorders associated with 

these diseases.  

The following activities will  

be conducted locally:   

1) Contribute patient data 

and biosamples to cre-

ate a national cohort of 

8,000 individuals 

(Crohn’s disease, ulcer-

ative colitis, IBS, and 

age- and gender- 

matched healthy con-

trols in a 1:1:1:1 ratio) 

for pooled analyses 

2) Contribute to the mi-

crobiome analyses of 

approximately half of 

the entire cohort for 

linkage with pheno-

type and genotype data 

3) Contribute to the 

metabolomic analyses 

of urine, serum, and 

stool of the cohort and 

linking with other data 

sets, including diet and 

clinical 

4) Lead the study as-

sessing the efficacy of 

fecal microbiota trans-

plantation versus pla-

cebo for the treatment 

of Crohn’s disease  

To read the media release, 

please visit the CEGIIR 

website.  
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CEGIIR Newsletter Title Winner:  
Matt Emberg 
 

Matt, the creative genius 

behind CEGIIR Chronicles, 

is a Lab Technician who’s 

main project is studying the 

effects of fecal microbiota 

transplantation (FMT) with 

Drs. Madsen and Kao.   

Matt’s entry was unique in 

light of its pragmatism 

relative to the other more 

colourful submissions.   

Now famous, we should 

know that some of Matt’s 

favourite things are:  

Movie: Shooter  

Colour: orange  

Leisure activities: golf, 

hockey, and biking 

 

 

 

 

 

Literature: Golf Digest  

Website: oilersnation.com 

Laboratory equipment: B2 

biosafety cabinet 

Did you know? 

Sword swallowing occurred as early as 2000 BC 

in India. Performers insert the sword as far down 

as the bottom of their stomachs; no trickery or 

illusions. Coating the sword with oil helps a bit. 

Some first swallow a metal sheath to protect their 

innards.   

Performers begin swallowing coat hangers to 

practice controlling their gag reflexes.  

To learn about who’s who in sword swallowing, 

see interviews in the Time magazine.  
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during his residency at the UofA. 

Fascinating discussions were held on 

novel methods to study infections using 

human gastric 

organoids 

(Dr. Nikola 

Jones) and 

integrative 

approaches 

for managing 

colorectal 

cancer (Dr. 

Isabella Tai). 

Other well-received presentations includ-

ed the McKenna Memorial Lecture by 

Dr. Johan Söderholm, Dr. Thaddeus Stap-

penbeck’s findings on commensal micro-

organism access to immune cells 

using secreted vesicles, and Dr. 

Laura Sly’s insightful research on 

regulators of cytokines and their 

role in autoinflammation.  

The meeting ended with an awards 

ceremony, where Dr. Karen Mad-

sen received the CAG Visiting Re-

search Professorship Award. 

The 2016 CDDW meeting (Feb. 26-29) 

exposed attendees to Montreal’s bitter, 

wind-chilling weather. Parka-clad dele-

gates attended the first session with Drs. 

Karen Madsen, Frederic Bushman and 

Paul Moayyedi who provided updates on 

diet-microbiota interactions, fungal 

dysbiosis, and fecal transplantations in 

IBD.  

Dr. Christopher Ma (CAG student prize) 

presented his findings on fecal calprotec-

tin as a predictor of mucosal healing in 

ulcerative colitis. Although at University 

of Calgary, this work was completed 

Since inception, CEGIIR has become a 

leader in gastroenterology and hepatology 

research. At DDW 2015, CEGIIR was 

recognized as a leader in inflammation 

research. Surprisingly, the CEGIIR brand 

has not been similarly widespread within 

the scientific literature.   

A recent search of PubMed using either 

“CEGIIR” or “Centre of Excellence for 

Gastrointestinal Inflammation and Im-

munity Research” retrieved a measly 20 

journal articles out of the possible ~1,500 

authored by CEGIIR members since 

2007.   

In this era of research impact assessment 

(RIA), the productivity of a research 

group is readily tracked and monitored as 

evidence of productivity. Supporting this 

is an expanding suite of services (e.g., 

Web of Science’s InCites, Scopus 

and Google Scholar) making RIA 

accessible to anyone or any agency. 

Locally, Alberta Innovates-Health 

Solutions employs ResearchFish. 

To promote the CEGIIR brand, the 

Executive unanimously adopted a 

policy effective immediately and 

applicable to current and future 

CEGIIR members (e.g., faculty, 

staff and trainees):  Any journal 

article, conference abstract,  post-

er, or presentation is to include 

the author’s affiliation with 

“CEGIIR”.  

Some examples are provided to 

illustrate possible options. Varia-

tions will also be acceptable provid-

ing they include “CEGIIR”.    

Note: CEGIIR will always be an affiliation 

and, occasionally, disclosed as a funder of 

the research study when appropriate.  

The conference was divided into 7 sym-

posia, 19 short courses and 14 conference 

programs. Attending were >3,300 re-

searchers and 200 companies from 40 

countries.  

The core topics were:  molecular diagno-

sis for infectious diseases, precision med-

icine, and cancer immunotherapy ad-

vancements.  

March 6-11, 2016— The 23rd Internation-

al Molecular Medicine Tri-Conference 

took place in the beautiful city of San 

Francisco, CA.  

This is the industry’s preeminent event on 

molecular medicine and primarily focuses 

on drug discovery, genomics, diagnostics, 

next generation sequencing and infor-

mation technology.  

Commercializa-

tion of molecular 

diagnostics and the need for computation-

al approaches in  personalized medicine 

were highlighted.  

Importantly, after daily sessions, we got 

time to visit China Town and enjoy quasi

-authentic Chinese cuisine. This is a 

meeting definitely worth attending. 
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2016 Canadian Digestive Diseases Week (CDDW) Highlights  
by Misagh Alipour, PhD 

23rd International Molecular Medicine Tri-Conference   
by Juan Jovel, PhD 

Example 1: Abraldes JG1,2, Kao D2,3 
1  Cirrhosis Care Clinic (CCC), Liver Unit, Division 

of Gastroenterology, University of Alberta, 

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada  
2  CEGIIR, University of Alberta, Edmonton, 

Alberta, Canada 
3  Division of Gastroenterology, University of 

Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 

 

Example 2: Wine E1  
1  Division of Gastroenterology, University of 

Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada; CEGIIR, 

University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, 
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gists. As an example, the inaugural event 

included presentations by a researcher, 

general family practitioner, obstetrician, 

IBD nurse specialist, and dietitian.  

The “Managing IBD during Pregnancy” 

event was chaired by Dr. Huang and par-

tially funded by Alberta Innovates—

Health Solutions. The first of its kind, Dr. 

Huang’s efforts were positively received 

and attracted 38 delegates, 11 faculty 

members, and 8 industry co-sponsors.  

Delegates received summaries of the 

latest evidence-based information con-

cerning IBD and pregnancy in the form 

of presentations, case studies, lively dis-

cussions, and hand-outs.  

Described as successful by various met-

rics and feedback, 13 possible topics are 

being developed for future MCIBD 

events.  

Unique to MCIBD are the option to earn 

CME credits and its central location with-

in the Edmonton region. 

March 12, 2016—The first ever Multidis-

ciplinary Care for IBD (MCIBD) seminar 

and workshop was held at the Mayfair 

Golf and Country Club.  

The vision of Dr. Vivian Huang, founder 

of the Preconception and Pregnancy in 

IBD Clinic, MCIBD was to deliver clini-

cally relevant updates to frontline health 

care practitioners regarding IBD. The 

multidisciplinary aspect meant that the 

speakers included a range of  experts and 

would not be limited to gastroenterolo-

WHAT: “Infectious Diseases: 

Scientific Responses to Econom-

ic Challenges and Opportunities” 

WHEN: Monday, May 2 to Tues-

day, May 3, 2016  

WHERE: Telus Centre, Universi-

ty of Alberta  

COST: This is a free event!  

WHO: Anyone interested in infec-

tious diseases, antibiotic re-

sistance, antivirals, and human 

health.   

How: To register, click here.   

    

Led by Dr. Matthias Gotte and con-

ceived in part by Dr. Karen Madsen 

member of the Organizing Commit-

tee , this multidisciplinary event 

includes keynotes, lectures, expert 

panels, and trainee awards.  

CEGIIR members, Drs. 

Wine, Kao, and Willing, 

will present their research 

concerning the microbiome 

in health and  disease on 

May 2nd beginning at 

10:30.  

After the break, Dr. Keelan 

presents the impact of Hel-

icobacter pylori in Aborig-

inal health.  

Make sure to review the posted ca-

reer opportunities in infectious 

diseases and related disciplines. 

Come support our CEGIIR  mem-

bers!  

ficile infection. Clin Infect Dis 2016 

Epub ahead of print. PMID:27025836 

Reuben A, Tillman H, Fontana RJ, et 

al. incl. Karvellas C. Outcomes in 

adults with acute liver failure between 

1998 and 2013: an observational cohort 

study. Ann Intern Med 2016 Epub 

ahead of print. PMID:27043883 

Abraldes  JG, Villanueva C, Aracil C, 

Lytvyak E, Montano-Loza A, Mason 

A. Combination antiretroviral studies 

for patients with primary biliary cirrho-

sis. World J Gastroenterol 2016 Jan 

7;22(1):349-60. PMID:2675588 

Millan B, Park H, Hotte N, Mathieu O, 

Burguiere P, Tompkins TA, Kao D, 

Madsen K. Fecal microbial transplants 

reduce antibiotic-resistant genes in pa-

tients with recurrent Clostridium dif-

et al. Addition of simvastatin to stand-

ard therapy for the prevention of vari-

ceal rebleeding does not reduce re-

bleeding but increases survival in pa-

tients with cirrhosis. Gastroenterol 

2016 Epub ahead of print. 

PMID:26774179 

For current CEGIIR publications, visit:  

http://cegiir.med.ualberta.ca/

publications.html 
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Managing IBD during Pregnancy — Event 

Upcoming Infectious Diseases Conference — May 2-3, 2016!  

Recent and Noteworthy Publications  

University of  Alberta, Fall 2015 
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At the Centre of Excellence for Gastrointestinal Inflammation and Im-

munity Research (CEGIIR), our mission is to enhance Canada’s reputation 

in science and health by conducting high quality, leading edge research to 

address basic science, clinical, and patient-oriented questions in topics re-

lated to digestive diseases. The CEGIIR research infrastructure is tightly 

knitted with gastroenterology and hepatology adult and pediatric clinics, 

surgery, and pallia- tive care to facilitate 

rapid assessment and implementation of re-

search findings. CEGIIR attracts scien-

tists, offers unique and desirable learning 

opportunities for trainees, creates careers 

for highly qualified Canadians, and contrib-

utes to the academic, economic, government, 

social, and healthcare sectors of our society.  

Zeidler Ledcor Centre  

130 University Campus  

112 Street and 85th Avenue 

CONTACT  INFORMAT ION 

Crohn’s and Colitis Canada awarded a 

team grant of $4 million grant to improve 

patient care for those with IBD. Funding 

for the team grant began in September 

2016.  

CEGIIR member and co-Principal Inves-

tigator, Dr. Richard Fedorak, and the IBD 

Clinic will lead the “PAUSE” research 

study, part of the PACE program.  

The objective is to incorporate steroid-

related clinical guidelines into an EMR as 

a best practice module. Anticipated out-

comes of the 4 year study will be im-

proved symptom management and chang-

In December 2015, Sa’ad Salim orga-

nized a food drive in support of The Ed-

monton Food Bank’s Christmas efforts.   

A letter of appreciation from the Execu-

tive Director of the Food Bank expressed 

her sincere appreciation for the donations.  

CEGIIR members contributed 70 kg of 

food items and $130.  

A big thank you to all who participated 

and volunteered their time.    

Please contact Sa’ad Salim

(ssalim1@ualberta.ca) to learn about 

other donation opportunities.  

es to steroid prescribing prac-

tices. 

Crohn’s and Colitis Canada 

sponsored the “LATTE A 

DAY” campaign to raise addi-

tional monies to offset re-

search expenses and possibly 

lengthen the duration of the 

funding period.  

At the University of Alberta, Ms. Colleen 

Hauck, Regional Director—Western Re-

gion attended the kick-off in February. 

Intended for researchers, this event was 

designed and led by Dr. Vivian Huang.  

Now that the 3 months of fundraising is 

over, we are anxiously waiting for details 

regarding the amount raised for the Uni-

versity of Alberta. 

Thank you to CEGIIR members who 

attended the event and donated monies in 

support of our research.       

CEGIIR—Generosity, Volunteerism, and Research Are A 
Productive Combination 

Phone: 780-492-7945 

Fax: 780-492-7593 

E-mail: cegiir@med.ualberta.ca  

“Research for Life” 

 

CEGIIR 

We’re on the web! 

http://cegiir.med.ualberta.ca/ 
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